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INTRODUCTION.
e
I

' In the preparation of the Sabha Parvan for
the press, the following six manuscripts, fully re-

presentative of the Southern Recension, were utiliseds

#—represents the Principal Text printed. The

Manuscript belongs to Mr. Krishnaswami
Sastrigal, Sub-Registrar, Tanjore District. Its
description is as follows: —Substance—palm-leaf ;
Size—19x 2% inches ; Leaves=54; Lines=13toa
page ; Script—Telugu; Sabha Parvan complete ;
Date of transcription 1604. A. D.

#—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manus-

cript belongs to Mr., Krishnaswami Sastrigal,
Sub-Registrar, Tanjore District. Its description
is as follows :=Substance—palm-leaf ; Size—
174% 23 inches ; Leaves—232 to 314; Lines—
13 to a page; Script—Grantha ; Sabha Parvan
complete; Date of transcription—1799. A. D.

@—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manus-

cript belongs to the Munnirpallam Mutt, Tinne-
velly District. Its description is as follows:—
Substance—palm-leaf ; Size—16 3§ x 194 inches ;
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Leaves—175; Lines—7 to 9 to a page; Script-
Grantha ; Sabhd Parvan complete; Date of
transcription—1786 A. D.

a1=is used for additional readings, etc. The Manus-
cript is from the Tanjore Palace Library (noticed
in the Descriptive Catalogue under No. 8245 of
Vol. XV.) Its description is as follows :—Subs-
tance—Palm-leaf ; Size—213 x 2% inches ; Lines=

13 to a page; Script—Telugu; Sabhd Parvan
complete.

w—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manus-
cript was procured for us by Mr. K. K. Lakshmi-
narayana Iyer of Kadayam (Tinnevelly District),
from Mr. Natesa Iyer, Its description is as
follows :—Substance—Palm leaf ; Size 15%13
inches; Leaves—125; Lines 10 to a page;
Script—Grantha; Sabha Parvan

complete ;
Date of Transcription—1825 A.D.

&—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manus- .
cript is from the Tanjore Palace Library (noticed
in the Descriptive Catalogue under No. 8280 of
Vol. XV.) Its description is'as follows :—Subs-

tance—Palm-leaf ; Script— Grantha; Leaves 148 ;
Sabha Parvan complete.

———
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II

From the Anukramanikidhysya of the Adi
Parvan, it will be observed that, according to the
Southern Recension, the Sabha Parvan should consist
of 72 chapters and 4,511 stanzas, whereas, according
to the Northern Recension, there should be 78
chapters, though the number of stanzas need be only
2,511, (See the Tables appended to the Introductions
10 Vols.1&I1). No single manuscript that has been
‘used for the printing of the Southern Recension divides
the Sabha Parvan into exactly seventy-two chapters.
However, in the Grantha Edition of the Text, publish-
ed about 1895, from Sarabhojirajapuram, Tanjore,
the Sabh@a Parvan has been divided exactly into 72
chapters ; and from a critical point of view, the divi-
sion is quite intelligible and rational. We have,
therefore, adopted the division of the Text into
chapters in close conformity with the Grantha Edi-
tion, taking particular care, however, to show in
appropriate places the deviations of the several
Manuscripts wherever they occur.

As for the total number of stanzas in the Sabha
Parvan, we are happy to note that , according to our
printed edition, the Sabha Parvan contains exactly
4,511 stanzas. The actual number of stanzas in all the
72 chapters, according to the Principal Text edited
comes to 4,507 stanzas. In Chapter 5, in page 27, we
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relegated to the foot-note 6 stanzas as the first
2} stanzas are mere repetitions of stanzas 123% to.
125 of the same chapter. But an examination of the-
Text according to the gratikas of Vadiraja's Laksa-
lankara favours the inclusion of the last four stan-
zas of the above foot-note in the Text itself. Thus
the Sabhs Parvan, according to the Southern Recen-
sion, would consist of 4,511 stanzas, according to our
Edition as well.
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III

It has already been stated that the bulk of the-
Sabha Parvan, according to the Southern Recension,
is very nearly double that of the Northern Recension,.
Which is the more genuine text, the Southern:
with its 4,511 stanzas or the Northern with its 2,511
stanzas ? The Concordance appended to this Intro--
duction,will reveal the relative omissions and additions.
in each of the three Editions of the Sabhd Parvan,.
the Southern Recension as in our Edition, the
Kumbakonam Edition which generally includes both:
Recensions and the Poona Chitrasald Press Edition.
of the Mahabharata with Nilakantha’s Bhavadipa.
By far the most voluminous contributors to the
Text of the Southern Recension are the chapters.

33-40 which are completely omitted in the Northern:
Recension.

In his *“proposal for the formation of a
Sanskrit Epic Texts Society ” laid before the Inter-
national Congress of Orientalists held at Rome in
October 1899, Dr. Winternitz has the following
remarks to offer on this aspect of the Sabhi Parvan:
“In the Sabhd Parvan on the other hand, the
Malayalam Manuscript offers a much fuller Text
than our editions, containing a considerable number
of chapters of which there is no trace is our Texts.
Many of these additions differ, as regards their style:
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.and language, so little from other parts of the Text,
that if they happened to be included in our Bombay
or Calcutta Editions, they would be undoubtedly
.considered to be as genuine and as old as the bulk of
the accepted Text of the Mahabharata.” What is
said above of the Malayalam Manuscript by Dr.
‘Winternitz is equally true of all the Manuscripts
which we have now utilised for the Southern
Recension.

The central theme of chapters 33-40 is the
-endeavour of Bhigma to convince Sivupala of the
greatness of §'ri Krigna,Who, certainly, was no ordin-
.ary mortal but the Divine Godhead itself. As far as
‘the Southern Recension is concerned, it is enough
to draw attention to the fact that Vadiraja, the
.author of the Laksalankara, is aware of these
-chapters and culls praitkas from all of them in
ithe course of his commentary. It is, therefore, clear
that the text of the Sabha Parvan in the twelfth
.century A.D. included these chapters. Nay, we
can go further and state that Nannaya (cir. 1028 A.D.)
.also is already aware of these chapters, as is
-evidenced by his references in his Andhra
Bharatamu.t

st

18ee particularly the manuscripts of the Andhra Bharatamu
-available in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.
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Reference has already been made to the
Lakgalankara of Vadiraja, the contemporary of
Yigis'a Tirtha, one of the apostolic successors of
Anandatirtha, the great dualistic philosopher. V adi-
raja died in *¥1267 Saka or 1339 A. D. (Vide R. G.
Bhandarker’s, collected works. Vol. IL p. 7.) The
‘Laksalankara is very valuable as it may possibly turn
-out to be the earliest dated commentary on the Maha-
bharata. Though we had access to the Laksa-
lankara- tika on the Sabhi Parvan only after a con-
-siderable portion of the Text of the Sabha Parvan had
been printed off, and then too only ata transcript
preserved in the Madras Government Oriental Manus-
-cripts Library, we found, on examination, the general
tendency of Vadiraja to support the Southern
Recension alone so well established, that we decided
to print it as a supplement to our Edition of the
Sabha Parvan, even though we had only one manus-
«cript to rely on and that too marked by many verbal
-errors and a few lacunc.

Not all the pratikas of the Laksalankara are
traceable in our printed Text. But most of them
rcould easily be identified either in the Principal Text

*lowe this information to my revered Guru and colleague
-Mabamahopadhyaya S. Kuppuswami Sastrigal.
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printed or at least in some of the additional readings-
given. A careful examination of the Laksalankara
leaves no room for doubt that Vadiraja's Text of the-
Mahabharata should certainly have approximated
more to the Southern Recension than to any other:
and the Text printed by us should substantially have
been similar to what Vadirdja himself might have-
had before him,

When the printing of the Lakgalankira had
been completed, a new and full original palm-leaf
manuscript was made available through the kind
services of my friend and pupil, Principal Rama--
chandra Rau, and the gracious courtesy of His Holi-
ness the enlightened Swamigal of Sodhay Mutt, Udipi,.
to which Mutt Vadiraja himself belonged in his day,
Many of the doubts that could not be solved by the
transcript that was relied on in the first instance,
have now been set at rest. We have, therefore, printed
an addendum, containing such further information
as this new manuscript has been able to give us.

We give in full the Colophon at the end of the-
Manuscript, as it throws some interesting light on the-
occasion for the compositjon of his, work as well as.
the justification for the same.
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* From the last stanza in the above, it is evident.
that the scribe Narasimha finished the Laksalankara.
on a Wednesday, the fifth day of the bright fort-
night of the Magha month in the year T&rana. The-
earliest date for theabove is 30-1-1465 A.D. and the-
latest 'date satisfying the other particulars is.
25-1-1645 A. D.
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In his article on “The Mahabharata and the
Drama” in J. R. A. S. 1903, p. 571, Dr. Winter-
'nitz has already called attention to the fact that the
.only reference to Nataka which occurs in the Sabha
Parvan, according to some editions of the Text is mis-
-sing in the manuscripts in the Whish collection pre-
served in the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society.
Professor Hopkins has already referred to this
‘reference as an interpolation, in his “The Great Epic
of India” (pp. 54-57). It is interesting to note that
this single reference to the Nataka in the whole of
the Mababharata is conspicuous by its absence in all
the manuscripts used for our edition. The line in
question is

e fafean: srean: surenfass s |

which is found after stanza 35% of chapter 11 of
the Sabhd Parvan in the Northern editions and
manuscripts, The omission in our manuscripts is
significant.

PRESIDENCY COLLEGE,

MADRAS, } P. P, 8. SASTRI
18-3-~1932,



CONCORDANCE.

Southern Kumbakonam Poona Edition with
Recension. Edition. Bhavadipa.
Ctl;:?' Stanzas. Ctlz:,{" Stanzas. Ctl;:p " Stanzas,
1 32 1 32 1 21
2 36 2 40 2 36
3 42 8 40 3 a7
4 | 4 4 | w 4 | 4l
5 1344+ 5 182 5 128
6 182 6 19 6 19
7 30 7 31 7 30
8 393 8 41 8 41
9 35% 9 84 9 30
10 38} 10 41 10 40
11 61 11 62 11 62
12 39 12 39 12 34
13 283 13 1—29 13 1—-28
4 | 31 30—-60} 29—51}
15 66 14 1—66 14 1—60
16 16 6780 61—70}
17 | 23 15 | 27 15 | 26
18 163 16 17 16 17
19 66 17 65 17 52
20 1—9 18 13 18 12
10—-353 19 28 19 28
21 1-.3813 20 30 20 | 380
32390 21 | 61 21| 54
911343 ) | 22 | 46 22 | 36
22 1—-39 28 37 X Omitted.
40—663 < 24 39 23 35
3 941 25 96 24, 60
24 1—223 26 13 25 11
23;\—49;} 27 | 25 2 | 16
503--85 28 29 27 29
26 1—6 29 1—6 28 1—8
6}—~67 } T—67 } X Omitted.
673—813 68—80 7—21

* The figure 134} is arrived at by adding the last four stanzas
printed in the foot-note in p. 37,
L



XVviii CONCORDANCE

Southern ;'Kuzﬁbakonang' 1 Poona Edition with
Recension. Edition. Bhavadipa,

(.:1:?- I Stanzas. /Ctt?_p - l Stanzas. }Cil::p - I Stanzas

16 29 I 26

26 1-—173 / 30"
1840} 31 80 30
27 1—-——83%} 82 31 78
8431244 32 x Onmitted,
lggg-zzs gg , 3; gmitted.
' 0
46 1—38 33 1—38
1—-19 3956 } 39—s55
20—-52 28 34 25
58— 741 21 85 19
603 58 36 32
391 31 a7 31
1-—31 34 38 33
3i2 - “g,;‘% P 23 Omitted,
- X
B—-57§ | 44 | 99 x 2
—179y | 4 | 3 x »
18- 873 46 X »
8811193 47 x »
12011461 48 X »
1471148 49 x »
179-.2313 go x »
1__54 1 x »
5]5.—‘—955- } 52 X )
—-34 53 X »
el o S
— X )
59119 } 56 D x ”
1—g5:9 | .57 Cx ”
8651251 58 x ”
125§-145§‘ »
1——4,4.& »
415% —-83 } ”»
—18 “
1 18
—l i
1—-29
8—ar} }
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CONCORDANCE XX
Southerr: Kumbakonam Poona Edition with
Recension. Edition. - Bhavadipa.
|
?;ip' Stanzas. Ct]::?' ! Stanzas. egip' Stanzas,
43 481 —513 [ 67 1—4 1—4d
44 1~-36 ) | g 5—43 } 5—-4,2}
37—41 1I—5 ") |48 1—5
42—-49 6—-13 ] X Onmitted.
50—-55 ¢ 14—19 s 6—-11
56-—62 20—-26 X Omitted.
63—671 27—31% » 12—-16
68 ~ 703 83—-39 X Omitted.
4 | 533 69 | 53 x Omitted.
46 1—-503 70 1—-50 X Omitted.
51—-67 } 51——66} ” 26—-36
47 49% 71 50 X QOmitted.
48 72 39 " 37—68
49 73 36 46 1—-18
50 1-—-—4,0-1 74 39 a7 40
41§—65§} 75 | 25 48 | 23
51 | 88} 76 | 85 49 | 60
52 1-—803y | 77 | 88 5 | 36
403-116 78 1—%6 51 35
1163-166} 77128 } 52 49
1673-190 79 | 26 53 | 2
53 1—11 80 14 54 11
12-—30 } 81 21 55 21
54 1—-23 82 124 56 22
24——~28 % 25——29} 87 5
83 63 58 38
55 17% 84 21 59 21
56 1-—9 85 I—9 60 9
10——41 } 10___40} 61 | 31
57 1—18 86 1—17 62 17
19—28 } 18-~—27} 63 10
58 22 87 20 64 20
59 45} 88 46 65 45
60 1—-12 89 1—-12 66 12
13—62 } 13-——67} 67 54
61 93 90 92 68 90
62 21 91 21 69 21
63 1—18 92 1—18 70 18




XX CONCORDANCE
Southern | Kumbakonam Poona Edition with
Recension. t Edition. Bhavadipa.
Ctl::'p- Stanzas. 1 C;l::p "|  Stanzas. [ Ctil:p "| Stanzas.
68 19—39 } 92 19-—-—39} 71 1—-21
40-—85% of  40—-84 X Omitted.
64 1—24 } 93 1—20 X Omitted.
25394 2135 » | 22—36
85 | 1—I8 } % | 17 72 |1
19—35 9 18 78 18
86 ;——6} } 96 ;——776 } 4 1—8
—68 —71 X Omitted.
67 1—82 97 1—79 X Onmitted..
83—-92 X Omitted. » 7—16
95108 (|, | 80—90 | , | 17—27
104—112; » | 91102 75 | 12
68 | 264 9% | 29 e | 24
89 | 1—48 | 99 | 48 7| 48
490 100 | 25 78 | 2
0 | 60 101 | 67 79 | 36
nos 102 | 56 80 | 52
2| 36 103 | 39 gL | 39

¢
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